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The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 

> 

which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The claimed "article of manufacture 
embodying logic" is not specifically defined in the Disclosure; it is unclear as whether it 
indicates computer memory storing the encoded instructions or the software product 
downloaded from the communication networks. 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 15-21 claims "a article of manufacture embodying logic," which is not 
specifically defined in the original disclosure, can be reasonably interpreted as "software 
downloaded from the transmission media," or signals from the wave carriers. Claims 
that recite nothing but the physical characteristics of a form of energy, such as 
frequency, voltage, or the strength of a magnetic field, define energy or magnetism, per 
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se, and as such are non statutory natural phenomena O'Reilly, 56 U.S. (15 How.) at 
112-14. 

Claims 1-14 claim a method and system in which each step or means is just the 
descriptive language of the computer software in claims 15-21 . Such claimed 
method/system preempts an abstract idea or just running a computer program without 
producing a useful, tangible and concrete result. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
WOLFF (5,847,708). 

* 

As per claim 1 , Wolff teaches the claimed "method of obtaining a map in a 
computer graphics program" comprising: "receiving a request for a map picture" (Wolff, 
the object icons arranged within the cognitive document map; column 7, lines 36-40); 
"obtaining a map file" (Wolff, the structure of cognitive document map consists a map 
file; column 5, lines 11-16); "determining, from the map file, a uniform resource locator 
(URL) that identifies a storage location of map data, wherein the map data defines one 
or more map objects of the map picture" (Wolff, column 6, lines 9-38); and "obtaining 
the map data from the location, wherein the obtained map data satisfies the request for 
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the map picture" (Wolff, column 6, lines 39-51 ). It is noted that Wolff does not teach the 
map picture is "vector based" map picture. However, Wolff's graphical images on the 
web pages or html.doc (column 5, lines 13-16) contain several different formatted 
graphical objects including the "vector based" map picture as claimed. Thus, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made, to down load the map picture from the Internet WebPages in Wolffs reference 
containing "vector based" map picture because of Wolff's system ability to access to an 
unlimited number of graphical web sites where the "vector based" map picture is used. 

r 

\ 

Claim 2 adds into claim 1 only the map data required to satisfy the request is 
obtained (Wolff, column 6, lines 42-51 ; or step 305, figure 3). 

Claim 3 adds into claim 1 "displaying the map picture" (Wolff, col. 6, lines 48-51). 

Claim 4 adds into claim 1 "the map data is obtained from a map server across a 
network connection" (Wolff, column 5, lines 34-55). 

* 

Claim 5 adds into claim 1 "creating the map file" (Wolff, column 5, lines 11-16; 
column 7, lines 45-51). 

Claim 6 adds into claim 1 "setting map display properties and a level of 
interaction" (Wolff, column 5, lines 18-26; the interaction metrics; column 8, lines 8-42). 
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Claim 7 adds into claim 1 "the claim steps are performed by a browser plug-in" 
(Wolffs browsers are program stored in the client system or server system or plug in; 
column 5, lines 53-55; column 6, lines 3-8). 

As per claim 8, Wolff teaches the claimed "apparatus for obtaining a map 
computer-implemented graphics system" comprising: a computer (Wolff, processor 502, 
figure 5) and an application executing on the computer (Wolff, column 4, lines 35-41) ), 
wherein the application is configured to "receiving a request for a map picture" (Wolff, 
the object icons arranged within the cognitive document map; column 7, lines 36-40); 
"obtaining a map file" (Wolff, the structure of cognitive document map consists a map 
file; column 5, lines 11-16); "determining, from the map file, a uniform resource locator 
(URL) that identifies a storage location of map data, wherein the map data defines one 
or more map objects of the map picture" (Wolff, column 6, lines 9-38); and "obtaining 
the map data from the location, wherein the obtained map data satisfies the request for 
the map picture" (Wolff, column 6, lines 39-51). It is noted that Wolff does not teach the 
map picture is "vector based" map picture. However, Wolffs graphical images on the 
web pages or html.doc (column 5, lines 13-16) contain several different formatted 
graphical objects including the "vector based" map picture as claimed. Thus, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made, to down load the map picture from the Internet WebPages in Wolffs reference 
containing "vector based" map picture because of Wolffs system ability to access to an 
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unlimited number of graphical web sites where the "vector based" map picture is used. 

Claim 9 adds into claim 8 only the map data required to satisfy the request is 
obtained (Wolff, column 6, lines 42-51; or step 305, figure 3). 

■ 

Claim 10 adds into claim 8 "displaying the map picture" (Wolff, col. 6, lines 48- 

51). 

Claim 1 1 adds into claim 8 "the map data is obtained from a map server across a 
network connection" (Wolff, column 5, lines 34-55). 

Claim 12 adds into claim 8 "creating the map file" (Wolff, column 5, lines 11-16; 
column 7, lines 45-51 ). 

Claim 13 adds into claim 8 "setting map display properties and a level of 
interaction" (Wolff, column 5, lines 18-26; the interaction metrics; column 8, lines 8-42). 

Claim 14 adds into claim 8 "the claim steps are performed by a browser plug-in" 
(Wolffs browsers are program stored in the client system or server system or plug in; 
column 5, lines 53-55; column 6, lines 3-8). 

As per claim 15, Wolff teaches the claimed "article of manufacture embodying 
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logic that causes a computer-implemented graphics system to obtain a map" wherein 
the logic comprises: "receiving a request for a map picture" (Wolff, the object icons 
arranged within the cognitive document map; column 7, lines 36-40); "obtaining a map 
file" (Wolff, the structure of cognitive document map consists a map file; column 5, lines 
1 1-16); "determining, from the map file, a uniform resource locator (URL) that identifies 
a storage location of map data, wherein the map data defines one or more map objects 
of the map picture" (Wolff, column 6, lines 9-38); and "obtaining the map data from the 
location, wherein the obtained map data satisfies the request for the map picture" 
(Wolff, column 6, lines 39-51 ). It is noted that Wolff does not teach the map picture is 
"vector based" map picture. However, Wolff's graphical images on the web pages or 
html.doc (column 5, lines 13-16) contain several different formatted graphical objects 
including the "vector based" map picture as claimed. Thus, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to down load 
the map picture from the Internet WebPages in Wolff's reference containing "vector . 
based" map picture because of Wolff's system ability to access to an unlimited number 
of graphical web sites where the "vector based" map picture is used. 

Claim 16 adds into claim 15 only the map data required to satisfy the request is 
obtained (Wolff, column 6, lines 42-51 ; or step 305, figure 3). 

Claim 17 adds into claim 15 "displaying the map picture" (Wolff, col. 6, Is. 48-51). 
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Claim 18 adds into claim 15 "the map data is obtained from a map server across 
a network connection" (Wolff, column 5, lines 34-55). 

Claim 19 adds into claim 15 "creating the map file" (Wolff, column 5, lines 11-16; 
column 7, lines 45-51 ). 

Claim 10 adds into claim 15 "setting map display properties and a level of 
interaction" (Wolff, column 5, lines 18-26; the interaction metrics; column 8, lines 8-42). 

Claim 21 adds into claim 15 "the claim steps are performed by a browser plug-in" 
(Wolffs browsers are program stored in the client system or server system or plug in; 
column 5, lines 53-55; column 6, lines 3-8). 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

* 

KOCHEVAR (The Tecate Data Space Exploration Utility). 

As per claim 1 , Kochevar teaches the claimed "method of obtaining a map in a 
computer graphics program" comprising: "receiving a request for a map picture" 
(Kochevar, the MapQuery Tool; figure 3); "obtaining a map file" (Kochevar, section 5.1 
Visualizing Data in a Database; pages 161-162); "determining, from the map file, a 
uniform resource locator (URL) that identifies a storage location of map data, wherein 
the map data defines one or more map objects of the map picture" (Kochevar, section 
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5.2, Browsing the World Wide Web; page 162); and "obtaining the map data from the 
location, wherein the obtained map data satisfies the request for the map picture" 
(Kochevar, figure 7). It is noted that Wolff does not teach the map picture is "vector 
based" map picture. However, Kochevar' s graphical images on the web pages or 
html.doc (section 5.2, page 162) contain several different formatted graphical objects 
including the "vector based" map picture as claimed. Thus, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to down load 
the map picture from the Internet WebPages in Kochevar's reference containing "vector 
based" map picture because of Wolffs system ability to access to an unlimited number 
of graphical web sites where the "vector based" map picture is used. 

► 

Claim 2 adds into claim 1 only the map data required to satisfy the request is 
obtained (Kochevar, page 162, column 1, section 5.2, Browsing the World Wide Web). 

Claim 3 adds into claim 1 "displaying the map picture" (Kochevar, figures 7-8). 

Claim 4 adds into claim 1 "the map data is obtained from a map server across a 
network connection" (Kochevar, page 162, column 1, section 5.2, Browsing the World 
Wide Web). 

Claim 5 adds into claim 1 "creating the map file" (Kochevar, section 5.1 
Visualizing Data in a Database; pages 161-162). 



Application/Control Number: 10/642,857 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2628 

■ 

Claim 6 adds into claim 1 "setting map display properties and a level of 
interaction" (Kochevar, page 161 , section 4.4 The WWW Interface). 

Claim 7 adds into claim 1 "the claim steps are performed by a browser plug-in" 
(Kochevar, page 160, column 2, section 4 application Resource). 

As per claim 8, Kochevar teaches the claimed "apparatus for obtaining a map 
computer-implemented graphics system" comprising: a computer (Kochevar, Abstract 
Visualization Machine; figure 1) and an application executing on the computer 
(Kochevar, page 159, section 2.2, Object Manager), wherein the application is 
configured to : "receiving a request for a map picture" (Kochevar, the MapQuery Tool; 
figure 3); "obtaining a map file" (Kochevar, section 5.1 Visualizing Data in a Database; 
pages 161-162); "determining, from the map file, a uniform resource locator (URL) that 
identifies a storage location of map data, wherein the map data defines one or more 
map objects of the map picture" (Kochevar, section 5.2, Browsing the World Wide Web; 
page 162); and "obtaining the map data from the location, wherein the obtained map 
data satisfies the request for the map picture" (Kochevar, figure 7). It is noted that Wolff 
does not teach the map picture is "vector based" map picture. However, Kochevar's 
graphical images on the web pages or html.doc (section 5.2, page 162) contain several 
different formatted graphical objects including the "vector based" map picture as 
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claimed. Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made, to down load the map picture from the Internet WebPages 
in Kochevar' s reference containing "vector based" map picture because of Wolffs 
system ability to access to an unlimited number of graphical web sites where the "vector 
based" map picture is used. 

Claim 9 adds into claim 8 only the map data required to satisfy the request is 
obtained (Kochevar, page 162, column 1, section 5.2, Browsing the World Wide Web). 

Claim 10 adds into claim 8 "displaying the map picture" (Kochevar, figures 7-8). 

Claim 1 1 adds into claim 8 "the map data is obtained from a map server across a 
network connection" (Kochevar, page 162, column 1, section 5.2, Browsing the World 
Wide Web). 

Claim 12 adds into claim 8 "creating the map file" (Kochevar, section 5.1 
Visualizing Data in a Database; pages 161-162). 

Claim 13 adds into claim 8 "setting map display properties and a level of 
interaction" (Kochevar, page 161, section 4.4 The WWW Interface). 

Claim 14 adds into claim 8 "the claim steps are performed by a browser plug-in" 
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(Kochevar, page 160, column 2, section 4 application Resource). 

As per claim 15, Kochevar teaches the claimed "article of manufacture 
embodying logic that causes a computer-implemented graphics system to obtain a map" 
wherein the logic comprises: "receiving a request for a map picture" (Kochevar, the 
MapQuery Tool; figure 3); "obtaining a map file" (Kochevar, section 5.1 Visualizing Data 
in a Database; pages 161-162); "determining, from the map file, a uniform resource 
locator (URL) that identifies a storage location of map data, wherein the map data 
defines one or more map objects of the map picture" (Kochevar, section 5.2, Browsing 
the World Wide Web; page 162); and "obtaining the map data from the location, wherein 
the obtained map data satisfies the request for the map picture" (Kochevar, figure 7). It 
is noted that Wolff does not teach the map picture is "vector based" map picture. 
However, Kochevar's graphical images on the web pages or html. doc (section 5.2, page 
162) contain several different formatted graphical objects including the "vector based" 
map picture as claimed. Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made, to down load the map picture from the 
Internet WebPages in Kochevar's reference containing "vector based" map picture 
because of Wolff's system ability to access to an unlimited number of graphical web 
sites where the "vector based" map picture is used. 

Claim 16 adds into claim 15 only the map data required to satisfy the request is 
obtained (Kochevar, page 162, column 1, section 5.2, Browsing the World Wide Web). 
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Claim 17 adds into claim 15 "displaying the map picture" (Kochevar, figures 7-8). 

Claim 18 adds into claim 15 "the map data is obtained from a map server across 
a network connection" (Kochevar, page 162, column 1, section 5.2, Browsing the World 
Wide Web). 

* 

Claim 19 adds into claim 15 "creating the map file" (Kochevar, section 5.1 
Visualizing Data in a Database; pages 161-162). 

Claim 20 adds into claim 15 "setting map display properties and a level of 
interaction" (Kochevar, page 161, section 4.4 The WWW Interface). 

Claim 21 adds into claim 15 "the claim steps are performed by a browser plug-in" 
(Kochevar, page 160, column 2, section 4 application Resource). 

Due to new grounds of the rejection, this action has been made NON-FINAL. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272 
7645. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571) 272 7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Phu K. Nguyen 
March 6, 2007 
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